Thursday, November 20, 2003
Psalms 67:1 - 72:20

Beginning in just a few days, if you are not already immersed in it, we will all be speeding up our lives for the holidays. First will be Thanksgiving, with its family joys and trials. Next will come Christmas shopping, Christmas celebrations, kids coming home, and special events and worship services. By that time most of us will be longing for January 2nd, happy that New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day will be the last “big” holidays until Easter. Now, all of that doesn’t sound very Christian or “spiritual” but sometimes the holidays get so hectic that we get just too tired to remember to celebrate the right things. So let’s search through today’s psalms and see if we can find some truths that we all know, but sometimes forget in the really busy times. (You might want to do this on your own before reading further.)
Psalm 67-NIV-:  “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations….you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth….”

Psalm 68:  “….A Father to the fatherless, a defender of widows is God in his holy dwelling….God sets the lonely in families, he leads forth the prisoners with singing.…from your bounty O God, you provided for the poor….Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens….Our God is a God who saves….from the Sovereign Lord comes escape from death….

Psalm 69:  “…The poor will see and be glad—you who seek God, may your hearts live!...The Lord hears the needy and does not despise his captive people…

Psalm 70: “…May those who love your salvation always say, ‘Let God be exalted’….


I’m all out of room, but that gives you a few examples. You may find others; in fact you might want to look for praise and thanksgiving phrases throughout the Psalms as we read. As you have noticed, in the poetry of the Psalms there is almost always a word of praise or thanksgiving to be sung as part of the song, no matter what the stress or frustration of the writer.
